V ALBDICTORY.                          337

Girardins, Lemoinnos, Abouts, or even Oas-
sagnacs and Rocheforts, each recognised as the
exponent of his own opinions, and each read
because the opinions written are known to be.
Ms own. But there is a distinctly nearer
approach to this as the general state of
English journalism than there was twenty
years ago.

Of course nobody of sense supposes that any
journalist, however independent and however
possessed by the spirit of his personal respon-
sibility, tries to form his opinions out of his
own head, without reference to the view of the
men practically engaged in public affairs, the
temper of Parliament and the feeling of con-
stituencies, and so forth. All these are part
of the elements that go to the formation of
his own judgment, and he will certainly not
neglect to find out as much about them as he
possibly can. Nor, again, does the increase of
the personal sentiment about our public prints
lessen the general working fidelity of their
conductors to a party. It is their duty, no
doubt, to discuss the merits of measures as
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